— Ship to Shore News — 


SEARCHLIGHT Vol. 8 No. 14 12 May 1983 Newport Harbour 


Expedition No. 47A. Thursday, 12 May 1983, we cast off lines in the grey morning 
twilight. We had a fair wind out of Newport Harbour; soon all sails were set as we 
shaped a course back towards George's Bank. Pete Major, a recent addition to our 
scientific staff, lead this expedition. We cruised around an area centered 40 miles 
ESE of Cape Cod which is infrequently visited by whale watch and research vessels. 
This time the weather was not cooperating; cloud cover, choppy seas and fog hampered 
our search, but all participants were eager and data slowly trickled in. Three more 
days of frustrating weather were followed by predictions of a gale, so we headed for 
shelter in Provincetown. The next day, at anchor off Provincetown, we waited for the 
seas to subside. Ironically, it was the first sunny day of the expedition. Under way 
the next morning, we ran transects across Stellwagen Bank collecting data. Greatly 
improved weather conditions allowed us to sight numerous whales. On May 19, 1983, we 
headed back to the barn and tied up at our new dock and office in Gloucester. Ahead 
of us is a long haul-out, including a major rebuild to REGINA's stern. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Evan Logan 
ORV REGINA MARIS 


FALL DAYSAILS 


We will be holding two daysails for members this fall, on Saturday, Sept. 1/7 and 

Sunday, Sept. 18. Members who were on the waiting list for our spring daysail will 
have priority, and should by now have received a letter about these fall sails. If 
you were on this list, you do not need to send in a new reservation form. However, 


you must call the office by August 31 to confirm your reservation. 


If you wish to sign up for a daysail and are not already on the waiting list, please 
fill in the slip below and mail it to the office. We will confirm your reservation 

by phone after September 1. To clarify the menbership categories, one $25 membership 
is a SINGLE membership entitling that individual to one spot on the daysail. A $50.00 
membership is a FAMILY membership entitling four people (immediate family members only) 
to sail. Children under the age of 16 must be accompanied by an adult. Please don't 
bring toddlers under 5. Details concerning the daysail will be given to you over the 
phone when your reservation is confirmed. 


RESERVE ME A PLACE ON THE DAYSAIL! 


Name 

Address 

First choice of date: Sat., Sept. 17 Sun., Sept. 18 
Membership category: single family | Previous daysails (date) 


Additional family members (family membership only) and age of children 


age age 


SEARCHLIGHT Vol. 8 No. 15 11 July 1983 Off Canso, Nova Scotia Coast 


It is an adage that the best laid plans frequently go astray and our departure for 
this third Greenland voyage confirmed the saying. Reconstruction of the ship's stern 
took two days longer than anticipated, but the real problem was that the radio antenna 
on the mizzen was struck by lightening as the ship sat high on the railway just a 
couple of hours short of launching. Two radars, two radios, the rectifier, and sundry 
odd fuses and cables, as well as the antenna, were damaged -- two radios irretrievably. 
All this did not keep us from spending the holiday weekend sailing to Stellwagen Bank 
to look at whales with a CBS Sunday Morning News team, but it did mean returning to 
port to repair the damage before leaving for Greenland. Tuesday, Wednesday, and most 
of Thursday were spent stringing new antenna cables, mounting new antennas and radios, 
and chasing down and replacing the damaged parts of our two radars. Finally, as the 
last electronics technician walked up the dock at 7:00 p.m., we started the engine and 
sailed amid loud cheers from all hands. 


Calm seas and gentle to moderate southerly winds made for a quick passage across the 
Gulf of Maine -- much of it inevitably under power, though we did have many hours of 
fine sailing too. As a result, we were off Cape Sable by Saturday noon, enveloped, 
as is so often the case in that area in summer, in dense fog which remained with us 
for that day and into Sunday morning, until an advancing cold front cleared the air. 


The calm seas and good weather have been good for science. Plankton tows have been 
done daily, yesterday a bottom sample was obtained, and our usual day-long sea bird and 
marine mammal watches have gone ahead. Marine manmal sightings have been restricted to 
a single group of white sided dolphins, but shearwaters, herring and black-backed 
gulls, two species of petrals and a solitary nuthatch from the shore have kept the 
bird fans happy. Plankton collections, especially with the Neuston net which samples 
surface organisms, have been productive too -- copepods, larval fish, crabs, salp, and 
medusae have kept the plankton sorters busy identifying and counting. The bottom mud, 
retrieved from over 550 foot depth, was also full of life, with polychaete worms and 
bivalves predominating, to remind us of the fecundity of the ocean environment. 


As I write this sunny morning, the Cape of Canso is just coming up over the horizon 
as we motor east along the Nova Scotia shore. The air is cool, the wind gentle and 
tinged with the slightest scent of balsam. I am reminded of how many Monday mornings 
I have written to you our members about the events of REGINA's remarkably joyous life 
as it has unrolled over the last eight years. It is nice to be in touch again. 


Respectfully submitted, 


George Nichols, Jr. 
ORV REGINA MARIS 
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